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0-70 (Rev« 3-28-72) .. . 

OPTIONAL FOSm NO. 10 f ■» 5010-106 

MAY 196} EDITION * V 

CSA GIN. RIG. NO. 77 ^ ^ 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ^ 


Memorandum 


■ Assistant Attorney General 

CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION 

: Director, FBI 


c - 7 

^ 3 ^ c .pAg-E7/6/76 



°u?ocr 

a Atvr 


SUBJECT: ERNEST MY: DOING BUSINESS LOUNGE 

HIGHWAY 90 EAST, MORGAN CITY, LOUISIANA' 
CORNELL A.i KEELER-VICTIM 

PUBLIC ACCOMMODATIONS-CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1964 


Reference is made to_memorandum dated- 

(your file_). 

There is enclosed one copy of the LETTERHEAD MEMO 

dated_ 7/1/76 at NEW ORIGANS ___ _ _ . 

A. □ This.covers the preliminary investigation and no further action concerning 
a full investigation will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs. 

B. □ The investigation is continuing and you will be furnished copies of 
reports as they are received. 

C. Q The investigation requested by you has now been completed. Unless 
advised to the contrary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau. 

D. ' □ Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department,, no investigation will 
be conducted in this matter unless specifically directed by the Department. 

. \ 

E. □ Please advise whether you desire any further investigation. 

F. □ This is submitted for your information and you will be advised of further 

developments. . . 

G. □ This is submitted for your information and no further investigation will 
be conducted unless specifically requested by the Department. 

H. jX] This covers the receipt of a complaint and no further action will be 
taken bv/this Bureau unless the Department so directs. 


MuL 77/uJ 


EncY (1) 




p- 


SEfilfl TO FILES 
PRCNWn.Y AFTER 
ACTION. THIS ITEM' 
AUTHORESS JABKE,T- 
IHG OF HLI MATSIMAL 
DO PlflT RLE Iti 
OFjT/f nt:F.S, 


DtP AR Til FWoT^^E 
7 JUL 7 1976 ! 


GB/l’iS MJy 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


■ c ■ . • " o 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
New Orleans, Louisiana 

June 30 , 19 7 6 


ERNEST MAY; 

DOING BUSINESS.AS 
EDGEWATER LOUNGE 
HIGHWAY 90 EAST 
MORGAN CITY, LOUISIANA 
CORNELL A. KEELER - VICTIM 
PUBLIC ACCOMMODATIONS - 
CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1964 


Mr. Cornell A, Keeler, 321 Garber Street, Morgan 
City, Louisiana, was contacted on June 25, 1976, at his 
residence. He advised that he is the President of the local 
chapter of the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP) in Morgan City. The FD-302 reflecting 
Keeler's interview is attached hereto: ■ 


THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS NEITHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
OF TIIE, FBI. IT IS THE PROPERTY OF THE FBI AND 
YOUR AGENCY; IT AND_ITS CONTENTS ARE NOT TO BE 
YOUR AGENCY. 


NOR CONCLUSIONS 
IS LOANED TO 
DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE 
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FD-302 (REV. 11-27-70) 



'federal bureau of investigation 


6/30/76 

Polo ol transcription_ 

I-lr. Cornell A. Keeler, 321 Garber Street, was contacted 
at his residence. He was advised of the identity of the inter¬ 
viewing agent. He then furnished the following signed statement: 


"6/25/76 

"Morgan City, La. 
"173- 


"I, Cornel A. Keeler, having been advised of the 
identity of SA Douglas R. Knight, do hereby furnish 
the.following signed statement. 

"I am 29 years of age, residing at 321 Garber 
Street, Morgan City, Louisiana. I graduated from 
Nichols State University in 1970. 


"Approximately two months ago, I decided to see 
which of the lounges in Morgan City do not serve blacks. 

I went into about 13 lounges and was refused service 
in two of the lounges, and served on a "to go" basis 
only, in four others. 

"The lounges I was refused service in were the 
.River Palace, located on Railroad Avenue in Morgan 
City, and the Gables Lounge, located on U.S. Highway 90, 
just outside the city limits of Morgan City. 


" In the River Pa lace , I went in and sat at the bar. 
I asked the barmaid for a drink, and she told me 'I'm 
not going to serve you, get out of here.' A white male 
who said his father owned the place, came up and told 
me, 'It would be best to get out of here, before I get 
hurt.' I told him that 'If they wanted me to leave 
to call the police. If the police wanted me to leave 
I would leave.' They called, the police came, and I 
went outside. They told me to be careful. > They were 
very polite, and only wanted to caution me. ‘I told 
them I would be careful and would not cause any trouble. 

I 


Interviewed on. 


. 6/23/76 


Morgan City, Louisiana R|e # NO' 17 3- / 9 


SA DOUGLAS R. KNIGHT/dnc 

by - 

This docume.nl conloins neither recommendolions nor conclusions of Ihe FBI. 
it ond its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 


Date dictated 


6/29/76 


It is the property of Ihe FBI ond is loaned to your agency; 
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NO 173- 
DRK/ dn.c 


"I walked in the Gables.Lounge and a barmaid 
shook.her head and s a i ^nT''m~soTTy7^ I can't serve 
you. ' 

"When I walked into Andy's^ Lounge , I walked 
up to the bar. A white bartender told me, 'I couldn't 
stay in there anymore, they could only serve me on 
a 'to go' basis. I.purchased a half pint of .vodka,, 
and left. 

"At T-John's L ounge, the waitress told me, she would 
serve me, but,I would have to take it to go. I ordered 
a glass of orange juice and left. 

"When I went into, the ^Naughty Ill g.h.t_. I walked up 
to the bar. 1 ordered a draught beer. She, the 
barmaid, told me she could serve me to go, but 
1 couldn't stay there, I took the beer, and started 
to drink it at the bar. She asked'me to leave me 
again. I told her I wanted to see the manager, and she 
told me he wasn't in. I was encouraged by a couple 
of customers, so I finished my drink and left. 

"At L e s t e rJ-.s. L o un g e . I walked in and stood by the- 
pool tables and watched a couple of games. I then 
asked the waitress for a beer. She told me.I couldn't 
drink it in there. I asked her why I had to leave. 

She said the owner did not want them to serve^ccrl-ered 
p eT6 p leT" - T''r■’“vPn o "w!s'^Flte’'o wtii e r and she to~rcf”nTe 
w L^'s i teir i, Gror dana (Phonetic). At that ti me , the police 
came in and they asked me to come outside. The police 
told me they were asked to ask me to leave. I went 
outside with them, and told them what I was doing. They 
told me don't go back into Lester's that night. They 
said they would have to arrest me' if they got a second 
complaint on the same night. 

"Approximately six months ago, I went into the 
Edgewater Lounge . The barmaid told me they could only 
serve me 'to go'. I didn't order anything and just left. 

T 
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NO 173- 
DRlC/dnc 


"Someone else told me that they were nol- 
allowed to be served in the liquor store side of the 
Fifth Quarter Lounge, located on U.S. Highway 90 in Morgan 
City. 

"I have furnished the above signed statement, 
consisting of this and two other pages, because it 
istrueandcorrect. 


"/s/ Cornel A. Keeler 

"Witness: SA Douglas. R. Knight, FBI, Laf., La." 


KEELER stated that he does not remember who told 
him about the Fifth Quarter Lounge, however, he does remember 
that the person was a Negro male, who lives in New Orleans, 
Louisiana. 

KEELER advised that he is the President of the local 
chapter of the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People, in Morgan City. He stated that he purposely went 
to the bars, because he had been told that they would not 
serve black customers. 

The following description was obtained of KEELER during 
the course of the interview: 

Race Negro 

Sex Male 

Height 6' 

- Weight' 200 

Date of birth 
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NO 173- 
DRK/dnc 


Social Security 
Account Number 

Place of birth 

Employer 



Morgan City 


Shell Oil Company 


Education Graduate , 1970 

Nic h o11s State University 
Thibodeaux, Louisiana. 




30•0—106 


0-7UJJidw* ^ 

oyfiON*t »0»M NO. 10 3010-106 

MAT V.963 (OirtdM . ' 

0>A GIM. *10. NO. 17 

UNITED STATES GOVER^^T 

Memorandum 


id i Assistant Attorney General 

CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION 
VROM : Director, FBI 


J'\ <■ 




u 


date7/6/76 


f -®Oo a 

-8 "Wf 


/ 


m:h|KCT 


ERNEST MAYj DOING BUSINESS As / EDfiFVJATTrp T.OTTTJCF ) 
HIGHWMW EAST, MORGAN CITY, LOUISIANA s 

CORNELL A. KEELER-VICT-IM 

PUBLIC ACCOMMODATIONS-CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1964 


Reference is made to 
(your file- 


memorandum dated 


). 


There is enclosed one copy of the LETTERHEAD-MEMORANDUM 

dated 7/1/76 a t NEW ORLEANS _ 


A. □ This covers the preliminary investigation and no further action concerning 
a full investigation will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs. 

B. Q The investigation is continuing and you will be furnished copies of 
reports as they are received. 

C. □ The investigation requested by you has now been completed. Unless - 
advised to the contrary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau. 

D. □ Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department,, no investigation will 
be conducted in this matter unless specifically directed by the Department. 

E. □ Please advise whether you desire any further investigation. 

F. □ This is submitted for your information and you will be advised of further 
developments. 

G. □ This is submitted for your information and no further investigation will 
be conducted unless specifically requested by the Department. 

H. [X] This covers the receipt of a complaint and no further action will be 









" ■ r^. 

UNITED STAT4^a_>EPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


qO 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


I ply, Please Refer to 


New Orleans, Louisiana 


June 30, 1976 


ERNEST HAY; 

DOING BUSINESS AS . 
EDGEWATER LOUNGE 
HIGHWAY. 9 0 EAST 
MORGAN CITY, LOUISIANA 
CORNELL A. KEELER - VICTIM 
PUBLIC ACCOMMODATIONS - 
CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OP 1964 


Mr. Cornell A, Keeler, 321 Garber Street, Morgan 
City, Louisiana, was contacted on June 25, 1976, at his 

residence. He advised that he is. the President of the local 
chapter of the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP) in Morgan City. The FD-302 reflecting 
Keeler's interview is attached hereto: 


THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS NEITHER RECOMMENDATIONS NOR CONCLUSIONS 
OF THE FBI. IT IS THE PROPERTY OF THE FBI AND IS LOANED TO 
YOUR AGENCY; IT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED' OUTST 
YOUR AGENCY.. 
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1 ' 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


6/30/76 

Dole of — — 

Mr. Cornell A. Keeler, 321 Garber Street, was contacted 
at his residence. He was advised of the identity of the inter¬ 
viewing agent. He then furnished the following signed statement: 

, "6/25/76 

"Morgan City , La . 

"173- 


"Ii Cornel A. Keeler, having been advised of the 
identity of SA Douglas R. Knight, do hereby furnish 
the following signed statement. 

"I am 29 years of age, residing at 321 Garber 
Street, Morgan City, Louisiana. I graduated from 
Nichols State University in 1970. 

"Approximately two months ago, I decided to see 
which of the lounges in Morgan City do not serve blacks. 

I went into about 13 lounges and was refused service 
in two of the lounges, and served on a "to go" basis 
only, in four others. 

"The lounges I was refused service in were the 
River Palace , located oh Railroad Avenue in Morgan 
City,and the Gables Lounge, located on U.S. Highway 90, 
just outside the city limits of Morgan City. 

" In the Rive r-Palace, I went in and sat at the bar. 
I asked the barmaid for a drink, and she told me 'I'm 
not going to serve you, get out of here.' A white male 
who said his father owned the place, came up and told 
me, 'It would be best to get out of here, before I get 
hurt.' I told him that 'If they wanted me to leave 
to call the police. If the police wanted me to leave 
I would leave.' They called, the police came, and I 
went outside. They told me to be careful. ■ They were 
very polite, and only wanted to caution me. I told 
them I would be careful and would not cause any trouble. 


brviewed on_ 


6/25/76 


■SA DOUGLAS R. KNIGMT/dnc 


. Morgan City, Louisiana ... 

oh ___ File # 


NO 173- / 9 * 


S document contoinj neither rccommendolions nor conclusions of Ihe FBI. It is Ihe properly of Ihe FBI and is loaned lo your agency, 
ond tis contents are not lo be distributed ou'side your ogency. 


.Dale dictated 


6/29/76 
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NO 173- 
DRK/dnc 


"I walked in the Gables Loung_e and a barmaid 
shook her head and said f T , 'm' s oYTyT 1 can't serve 
you.' 

"When I walked into Andy's L ounge. I walked . 
up to the bar, A white bartender told me, 'I couldn't 
stay in there anymore, they could only serve me on 
a 'to go' basis. I purchased a half pint of vodka, 
and left. , 

"At T- John's L ounge, the waitress told me, she would 
serve me, - hut I would have to take it to go. I ordered 
a glass of orange juice and left. 

"When I went into the Na.uc htv Night. I walked up. 
to the bar. I ordered a draught beer. She, the 
barmaid, told me she could serve me to go, but 
I couldn't stay there. I took .the' beer, and started 
to drink it at the bar. She asked me to leave me 
again. I told her 1 wanted to see the manager, and she 
told me he wasn't in. I was encouraged by a couple 
of customers, so 1 finished my drink and left.- 

"At Lester's Lo u n g e . I walked in' and stood by the- 
pool tables and watched a* couple of games. I then 
asked the waitress for a beer. She told me I couldn't 
drink it in there. I asked’ her why I h a d t o leave. 

She said the owner di'd not want then to serve colored 
peopTIcT.'" I~“SYke'd''' - h e r "who was" the owner and she t o l'cH" me 
''irrsire r" 'G i o t d a n a (Phonetic). At that time, the police 
came in and they asked me to come outside. The police 
told me they were asked to ask me to leave. I went 
outside with them, and told them what I was doing. They 
told me don’t go back into Lester's that night. They 
said they would have to arrest me'if they got a second 
complaint on the same night. 

"Approximately six months ago, I went into the 
Edgewa ter Lou nge. The barmaid told me they could only 
serve me 'to g"cT'~. I- didn't order anything and just. left. 






NO 173- 
DRK/dnc 


"Someone else told me that they were not 
allowed to be served in the liquor store side of the 
Fifth Quarter Lounge., located on U.S. Highway 90 in Morgan 


"I have furnished the above signed statement, 
consisting of this and two other pages, because it 
is true and correct. 


"/s/ Cornel A. Keeler 

"Witness: SA Douglas R. Knight, FBI, Laf., La." 


KEELER stated that he does not remember who told 
ira about the Fifth Quarter Lounge, however, he does remember 

that the person was a Negro male, who lives in New Orleans 
Louisiana. 


KEELER advised that he is the President of the local 
chapter of the National Association for the Advancement of ' 
Colored People, in Morgan City. He stated that he purposely went 
to the bars, because he had been told that they would not 

serve, black customers. 


; of the interview: 


Race 

Negro 

Sex 

Male 

Height 

6 ' 

Weight 

200 

Dateofbirth 

] 


FOIA(b)(6) 
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I. 


NO 173- 
DRK/dnc 

Social Security 
Account Number 

Place of birth 

Employer 

Education 


i 


i ■ 
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Shell Oil Company 

Graduate , 1970 
Nicholls State University 
Thibodeaux, Louisiana. 


FOIA(b)(6) 


Morgan City 








T. 7/21/76 



cc: (^Records 
Chrono* 

Queen 

Berry 

Investigation File 
Hold 

USA, Shreveport, La, 
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DIVISION: Civil Rights Division 
PA 6c F Section 


Formerly LAA-25 FORM OBD-25 12-31-7-4 
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